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ever, proved more effective agents ;   the usual course is 1-3 g.
daily for a total period of at least 10-14 days.
Tularaemia
Tularaemia is primarily a disease of rodents, particularly rabbits
and ground-squirrels ; it is widely distributed and occurs as a
fatal septicssmia, resembling plague in many respects. Man is
very susceptible ; infections have been reported in America
following the handling of infected materials, such as ground-
squirrels or wild rabbits, and laboratory infections have not been
uncommon. Infection may also take place by inhalation or
through the agency of blood-sucking insects. Br. tularensis,
the setiological agent, can either pass through the unbroken skin
or gain entrance by way of minute abrasions.
The clinical picture of the disease in man is variable, and several
clinical types have been described. In some cases a local skin
lesion is present together with painful enlargement of the regional
lymph glands ; pyrexia and secondary constitutional disturbances
are also present. In other instances, usually found in laboratory
infections, the local lesion is not present. Signs of a vague
generalized infection with intermittent pyrexia may be found ; this
is known as the " typhoid " type. The mortality rate is low
(approx. 5 per cent.).
The main diagnostic test is the examination of the serum for
the presence of agglutinins. Cultures of the blood are almost
invariably negative. The organism may sometimes be isolated
by injecting guinea-pigs in series with infected material, such as
blood or enlarged lymph glands.
Therapy. The sulphonamides or penicillin have had no effect
on the course of the illness, but streptomycin has given very good
results.